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These final rules do not include the controls for underwater hull husbandry/cleaning - those
will be in Batch 2, which was proposed in October 2016.

Defense, EPA finalize rule for military ship discharges
Source: Greenwire
By: Sam Mintz
The Department of Defense and U.S. EPA today took a step forward in regulating water-polluting
discharges from military ships.
The agencies released a final rule governing 11 types of discharge from military vessels. Two
additional rules for 14 more types of discharge are still outstanding.
The standards, which will apply to more than 6,000 ships ranging from small Coast Guard vessels to
submarines and aircraft carriers, are intended to curb negative impacts on the environment.
"The discharges contain a wide variety of constituents that have the potential to negatively impact
aquatic species and habitats," the agencies wrote.
Under today's rule, elevator pit effluent, gas turbine water wash and photographic laboratory drains
would be prohibited as discharge. Chain locker effluent, distillation and reverse osmosis brine, and
seawater cooling overboard discharge would be subject to a variety of qualifications and safety
measures.
The rule falls under the Clean Water Act and the National Defense Authorization Act of 1996, which
required the two agencies to develop uniform national standards for controlling discharges from
military ships. The first phase of rulemaking, which was completed in 1999, named 25 total
substances that should be regulated but left it up to a second phase to set specific standards for
each.
The standards established today are the first batch in that second phase. A preliminary rule
containing standards for a second batch of 11 substances was published in October, and a third rule
for the final three substances will be published in the future.
Today's rule will technically take effect Feb. 10, 30 days after its publication tomorrow in the Federal
Register. But it will not be enforceable until future regulations that will govern the design,
construction and installation of marine control pollution devices on ships are established, according
to the Defense Department.
The regulations governing pollution devices must be completed within one year of final standards
being set for all 25 discharges.
"When implemented, the discharge performance standards will reduce the adverse environmental
impacts associated with the vessel discharges, stimulate the development of improved vessel
pollution control devices and advance the development of environmentally sound vessels of the
armed forces," wrote the agencies.
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